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> Thi'l'n-noﬂnhwt

The hospital-circumcision contingent believes
that a medical facility is ﬂmunl}rappuprhn'.plm
for surgery. If something goes

Thas options that a synagogue’s sanctuary (not to
mention a dining-room table) does not. In New
York, the doctor who performs the procedure is
mﬁnlyalmﬂumpdm"submuﬁm.w
in very rare cases, when the procedure seems
Hh;itlh‘ughttumoump]im&d.tbaohmﬁdm
msyrufettlwcmmlwq‘logistmgmzver
you wind up with, what you want is someone
who has done hundreds of circumcisions. When

of pregnancy, ask how many of the procedures
beorshahasped'otmed.

»+ The Pro-Mohel Argument
It boils down to a preference for ritual and
tradition over sterility and convenience. Since
mohels use only topical anesthetics or none at
all, a bris goes faster, which can be less stressful
for the baby. In a hospital,'the boy is usually
strapped to a backboard; in a traditional bris,
apmnt,lumdmormhhhnldsthedﬂﬂou
a soft cushion. Some mohels take steps to create
| asterile field, just as surgeons do (the tradition

of cleaning the cut with'a mouthful of wine is

nolonger practiced by most mohels).
Bear in mind that training varies widely for

have undergone apprenticeships in this one
procedure.. Most insurance providers will

DI, ectioul by szndent- s hofpital

you're choosing an obstetrician at the beginning'

mohels. Some are also doctors, whereas others:

"'/"'_
Doctorvs. Mohel

How to choose wisely, and find the best possible
Pracﬁtionerin'eiﬂ}ermse.-

cover the cost of a circumcision done in the
hospital, whereas a mohel's services usually
cost between $650 and $850. If you choose to

go with a mohel, you'll have to make up your
nnndﬁulysut.r.?lanforamwthbeﬁ:rﬂhe
baby’s due date to ensure you can book the

mohel you want. A traditional bris takes place

on the eighth day of life.

»+ Picking Your Mohel

Most mohels are found through word of
mouth; ask friends, family, an obstetrician-
gynecologist, fellow synagogue members, or
a rabbi for recommendations, Chat sites like
urbanbaby.com offer reviews. Web sites like

findthemohel.com and organizations such as |

the Jewish Community Center in Manhattan
(646-505-4444), and the National Organization
of American Mohalim (beritmila.org) offer lists
of mohels that meet your religious

preferences
(Orthodox, Reform, etc.). Once you've gotalist,

seek out 2 mohel whose values and techniques

stiit you. Some mohels refuse to perform services |

for interfaith, same-sex, or other nontraditional
couples; others are open to anyone, including
non-Jews. Some mohels are traditional and
solemn; others are folksy and lively. Some use
topical anesthesia; others have the baby suck
on cloth dipped in wine or sugar water as a mild
form of sedation. Once you've narrowed down:

your list of candidates; ask your top picks to- |

provide references. And if they'll allow it, quietly- |
observe one of their ceremonies.
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1 A short list of mohels
| recommended by local synagogues,
[ o7 Jemish community

Cantor Philip Sherrman _
1 One of the mast protific mohels in the |
city, Sherman often padks in several |~ |
cerornonies a day, Popular partly because |
.| i of his openness to nantraditional
families—including thase putside the
Mﬁfﬂi‘l{???ﬂ!’hﬂ

his virst mxpenience, spanning
yoars. Lises anesthesia and will trivel to
all five boroughs (212-517-9048).
Dr. EdcDiamond
The Ling lsland-based trologist
performs all over the metropalitan
| -area; tourted for his quick ]
and efficient techriique and use of
anesthesia (516-677-9672).

Rubbi Gerald Chimomas
A Conservative mohel trained
at Hadizsah hospital in Jesusalem; has
performed thousands of ceremonies
throughout the region (973-334-6044).

Rabbi Moshe Chalm Friedman
An Orthodox mohe! and member of
the mmcutive committes of the
1" American Board of Ritual Circurncision:
] popular for his calming, .
upbeat présence (347.992-0306). 5.8, |
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